
To all our Friends around the world, greetings in the 
name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We have 
so much to be thankful for that we cannot help but 
praise God.  Truly, all our boast is in Him.

Jubilee Christian  Academy

The 2008-2009 academic year was an extraordinary 
one for us as to our performance in the government 
exams.  These exams are taken at the 6th, 9th, and 
12th grade  levels.   All  of  our  students  who 
participated  in  these  exams  got  passing  grades. 
Nationwide we were among a very small group of 
schools to have accomplished this feat.  Regionally 
we shared this  honor with only one other school. 
Consequently,  we  were  publicly  congratulated  by 
the Ministry of Education via national radio.  

Although there are many schools in our area  bigger 
than ours and very well funded, with God’s help we 
continue  to  defy  the  naysayers  who  believe  that 
schools established and run by evangelical churches 
are all mediocre in their standards and performance. 
No matter how God provides for us, whether it is 
with little or much, we believe that through Him we 
can  do  all  things.  We  give  Him  all  the  glory, 
because indeed He has been our help. Even though 
we are a small and relatively new school, we have 
been recognized as one of the best in the region.

Taifer School
Our school in the mountains of Taifer, though sadly 
lacking in resources, also performed appreciably in 
the last government exams, with a 75% passing rate 
at the 6th grade level.  It is such a joy to know that 
God has privileged us with this opportunity to make 
a difference in the lives of these children.  Parents 

in that area are begging us to add more grades and 
vocational classes to the schools. 

Jubilee  Educational  Center  for  
the Deaf

We are  also thanking God for  the vision and the 
ability that He has afforded us to start a school for 
the deaf at our main campus in Carrefour; which we 
did at the beginning of October. Jubilee Educational 
Center for the Deaf presently boasts nine students: 
six (including three  teenagers) are in the first grade, 
two are in the fourth grade, and one is in the fifth 
grade. 

Although there is  a great need for such a school, 
social  stigma,  lack of parental  understanding,  and 
inadequate government  investment  in this  type  of 
education has left many of these children living a 
substandard life as they face an even dimmer future. 
Nationwide  there  are  about  five  schools  of  very 
limited capacity that cater to deaf children and only 
one can be found in the capital of Port-au-Prince. 
Some of these schools only teach lip reading, and so 

Page 1

December 2009 Newsletter



the children are not  being adequately prepared to 
communicate with the world at large.  This is why 
we have chosen to use American Sign Language for 
their education. 

No one knows how many handicapped individuals 
there actually are in Haiti due to the lack of proper 
census  data.   However,  the  director  of  Jubilee 
Educational Center for the Deaf has been in touch 
with many families of deaf children, some of whom 
are  very  interested  in  sending  their  children  to 
school,  but because they live long distances away 
from  our  campus,  would  require  that  we  have 
dormitory facilities to accommodate  them.   If  we 
had dormitories the students would be able to stay 
on campus  during the  week and go home  on the 
weekends.  

This is definitely something we are considering, as 
it would be beneficial in three major ways.  First, 
having them stay on campus during the week would 
increase their exposure to the learning environment 
and  would  help  to  speed  the  learning  process. 
Because some of our first graders are teenagers who 
are  just  learning sign language,  being on campus 
would  help  them  learn  more  quickly.  Secondly, 
some of our present students have to travel a great 
distance each day to come to our facilities.  Having 
the dormitories would facilitate more students who 
cannot afford to make the long daily trek.  Lastly, it 
is  often  the  case  that  our  students  are  subject  to 
terrible beatings at home by frustrated parents who 
do not know how to communicate with them, who 
see  them  as  curses,  and  are  overall  ashamed  of 
them.    Allowing  these  students  to  stay  in  a 
dormitory setting would keep them out  of  harm's 
way and help to boost their self-esteem.  

It is also our hope, as time goes by, to be able to 
educate  the  parents  of  our  students  on  how  to 
communicate with and have a positive relationship 
with their child.  

At present we do ask that our students contribute a 
small fee of approximately  USD$5.00 per month. 
While this does not in any way cover our costs for 
teachers’  salaries, materials, and operational costs 
of  running  the  school,  some  children  have  been 
deterred  from  attending  as  their  families  cannot 
afford even this small amount. It is our prayer that 
with funding, we will be able to greatly reduce the 
school fees required, even though we would always 
ask the parents to pay a few pennies at least, so that 
they  can  feel  they  are  contributing  something  to 
their children’s education.  

As  it  stands  our  school  is  in  great  need  of 
educational materials for the deaf. Nevertheless, we 
are grateful to God that we have qualified teachers 
and that we are able to bring this school to children 
who are desperate to learn. We are also grateful to 
God for the unmeasured difference that this school 
will  make in the lives of children who were once 
without hope.

Kingdom Leadership  Institute
This past September we also started the Kingdom 
Leadership  Institute  (ILR)  which  is  an accredited 
Bible  College  up  to  the  Masters  degree  level. 
Presently  we  have  91  students  who  meet  on  our 
campus three days a week, and who are primarily 
being trained to bridge the leadership gap that exist 
in our churches, our nation, and our world today. 
We believe that life must not only be considered as 
an  individual  marathon,  but  also  as  a  relay. 
Therefore, the baton must be passed on.

Renewal of Vows
We  are  also  grateful  to  God  for  the  Renewal  of 
Vows conference and activities that were held on 
October  29  to  November  2.   There  are  so  many 
testimonies  of  renewed  relationships,  hope,  and 
love, as once again marriages have been restored. 
The  Thursday and  Friday night  teaching  sessions 
were  very well  attended by both married couples 
and single people.  On Sunday, November 1, fifty-
five  couples  walked  the  isle  and  renewed  their 
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wedding  vows.   The  strength  and  stability  of  a 
nation truly hangs on the strength and stability of 
families.

  
Prayer
Finally, there are several things forthcoming that we 
would appreciate prayer for. On December 18th and 
19th we will be hosting our annual True Love Waits 
conference.   We  will  be  doing  this  on  a  much 
smaller scale this time around as we are planning a 
bigger celebration in February 2010, to be held at 
the local sports arena.  At the sports arena we will 
be able to cater to several thousand young people 
and also millions who will  be able to follow live 
broadcasts  and  replays  from television  and  radio 
stations we plan to invite.  This is a leap of faith 
that will take much planning, prayer and financial 
resources.  It is time for us to bring the message of 
sexual  purity  and  knowledge  of  how to  cultivate 
godly  relationships  with  the  opposite  sex  to  this 
thirsty and depraved society.  

On  December  6th, we  will  be 
performing a triple wedding ceremony 
at our daughter church in the village of 
Desarmes. These three couples will be 
getting married in an area of Haiti that 
is very much opposed to Christianity 
and the sanctity of marriage.  All three 
brides  have  already  been  fitted  with 
wedding  dresses,  courtesy  of  the 
wedding  ministry  spearheaded  by 
Marcia.  As an encouragement to other 
couples to get married, our church in 
Carrefour  will  be  providing  the 
decorations, cakes, photos etc.  Please 
pray  that  through  this  wedding  the 
stronghold  of  concubinage  will  be 

broken and that whole families will be turned away 
from voodoo worship into serving the one true God. 

Please pray also for the parents of deaf children in 
the  nation,  many  of  whom  see  their  children  as 
unworthy of an education and who prefer to keep 
them at home doing household chores as an unpaid 
servant,  while the ‘normal’  children in the family 
are  sent  to  school.   This  is  one  of  the  major 
obstacles  that  we  are  facing  as  we  invite  these 
families to send their children to school.  To them, 
sending these children to school would be a loss, as 
they will be unavailable to work at home. 

We would also greatly appreciate your prayers for 
materials and funds for Jubilee Educational Center 
for the Deaf.  In starting the school we answered an 
urgent cry for help in our community,  yet  we are 
ourselves  in  need  of  help  to  make  sure  that  the 
school becomes sustainable.

Finally, we are looking for short term missionaries 
to  come  to  Haiti  for  one month  to  twelve month 
periods. Specifically, we need people who can teach 
or  help  in  church  and  school  administration  and 
sign-language. We would also like people to come 
who can teach specific trade skills such as: sewing, 
cooking  and  pastry  making,  carpentry,  furniture 
making,  metal work, computer skills, and others. 

In all  these things we would be most  grateful for 
your prayers.  

Thank  you  to  all  our  friends  who  so  faithfully 
partner with us. You are a tremendous blessing to 
this ministry.   We could never do it  without you. 
May you be greatly rewarded.

Committed to His call and purposes,
Jean, Marcia, Sara, Jason, & Matthew Petit-Frère
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